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Welcome Message
Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of the scienti�c committee, it’s our immense pleasure to invite you to the “3rd International Emirates 
Conference on Minimally Invasive Surgery & NOTES” that is planned to be held at Rosewood Hotel in Abu 
Dhabi, UAE on 12-13 May, 2016. 

The past 20 years have witnessed an extraordinarily rapid adoption of minimally invasive surgical techniques, and 
increasingly these techniques are being employed in the diagnosis and treatment of a wide range of 
malignancies. 

This two-day program is designed to serve as a unique and comprehensive overview of the current status of 
minimally invasive surgery in oncology patients and in addition o�ers valuable insights into the future of this 
constantly evolving �eld. 

The conference will greatly expand your understanding of the development and use of new minimally invasive 
technologies and techniques to diagnose and treat many types of cancer including gastrointestinal, lung, and 
prostate cancers. Minimally invasive surgery is an e�ective approach to removing some cancerous tumors and 
lymph nodes, all the while sparing the patient from unnecessary tissue damage, pain, and scarring. 

The event will feature a faculty of leading experts in this �eld. The Meeting consists of updates of multiple topics, 
plenary sessions; expert review and discussion of surgical oncology videos and hands on clinical practice 
workshops performed by master surgeons. There will be endless opportunities for the participant to learn from 
the “giants” who write the articles and shape the future. This unique event is a fertile ground for the development 
of academic and research relationships that are sure to advance the practice of surgery for all involved.

The video session will bring panels of Master Surgeons together to show you the �ner points of their techniques 
and to discuss how to handle di�erent surgical oncology cases with attention given to lessons learned and 
appropriate action/reaction. The academic excellence of a distinguished faculty and state of the art technology 
will be combined to bring an exceptional educational opportunity to help our surgeons to provide better patient 
care.

The event will also provide an Exhibition that will feature the latest in products and services designed by leading 
manufacturers.

We invite you to participate in this scienti�c meeting and have a unique opportunity to network with your peers 
and keep abreast of the latest developments in Innovative Minimally Invasive Surgical Oncology.

We look forward to welcome you in Abu Dhabi.

Please do not miss this outstanding opportunity!



Organizing Committee 

Prof. Dr. Tahar Benhidjeb Chairman,     Department of Surgery, 
 Deputy Medical Director    Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Dr. Charles Stanford Senior Director    VPS Healthcare, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Dr. Antoine El Achkar General Manager    VPS Healthcare, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Dr. M. Ezzat Agamy CEO Revenue Cycle Management    VPS Healthcare, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Mr. Clancey Po CEO    Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Dr. Yassin Ibrahim El-Shehat Consultant, Chief Medical O�cer    Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Mr. Khaled A�fy General Manager    Mena Conference, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Dr. Nabil Debouni Medical Director    Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Mr. M. A. Abu Baker General Manager    Lifeline Drug Store LLC, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Dr. Afrozul Haq Principal Scientist, R & D Division    VPS Healthcare, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Prof. Dr. Elham Abdel Zaher Consultant Dermatologist,    Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE
 Head Burjeel CME Committee 
Mr. Pandiyan Kaye Materials Head of Department    VPS Healthcare, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Mr. Shijoth CV Project Engineer    VPS Healthcare, Abu Dhabi, UAE 
Mr. Sumit Kishore Marketing Manager    Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE

International Scienti�c Committee

Prof. Dr. Tahar Benhidjeb Chairman,     Department of Surgery, 
 Deputy Medical Director    Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Dr. Yassin Ibrahim El-Shehat Consultant, Chief Medical O�cer    Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Dr. Nabil Debouni Medical Director    Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Prof. Dr. Iyad Hassan Consultant, Head of Department,   Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE
 General Surgery
Dr. Afrozul Haq Principal Scientist, R & D Division    VPS Healthcare, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Prof. Dr. Elham Abdel Zaher Consultant Dermatologist,    Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Prof. Dr. Michael Stark President    The New European Surgical Academy (NESA),  
     Berlin, Germany
Prof. Dr. Amin El-Gohary Consultant, Department of      Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE 
 Pediatric Surgery
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rolf Hartung Consultant, Private Surgeon     CBS, Mediclinic, City Hospital, DHCC, Dubai, UAE
Dr. Antonello Forgione Scienti�c Director     AIMS Academy, Department of General and  
     Emergency Surgery, Niguarda Cà Granda   
     Hospital, Milan, Italy
Prof. Dr. Ospan A Mynbaev The Principal Researcher    Moscow Institute of Physics & Technology, 
     Moscow State University of Medicine & Dentistry,  
     Moscow, Russia
Prof. Dr. Ricardo Zorron Consultant, Head Center for     Charité - Universitätsmedizin Berlin, Campus  
 Innovative Surgery     Virchow-Klinikum, Department of General,   
      Visceral and Transplantation Surgery, Berlin, Germany
Prof. Elie Chouillard President of the Intercontinental    Endoscopic, and Laproscopic Surgery (i-NOELS),  
 Society of Natural Ori�ce    Ppoissy-Saint-Germain-en-Laye Medical Center,  
     Poissy, France
Dr. Matthew Tytherleigh Consultant Colorectal Surgeon,      Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE
 Department General Surgery, 
Prof. A. A. Omer  Consultant Gen. Laparoscopic &     Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE 
 Colorectal Surgeon, Department
 General Surgery
Dr. Norbert Dreier  Consultant, Head of Burjeel     Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE
 Oncology Center
Dr. Urfan Ul Haq Consultant, Burjeel Oncology    Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE 
 Center
Dr. Faruq M. Badiuddin Specialist General Surgeon    General, Laparoscopic & Obesity Surgery, Mediclinic  
     Dubai & Past President, Emirates Obesity and   
     Metabolic Surgery Interest Group, Dubai, UAE
Dr. Ali Khammas Consultant General Surgeon    Rashid Hospital, Dubai, UAE
Dr. Basim Alkhafaji Consultant Surgeon,     Emirates Society of Laparo-Endoscopic Surgery 
 Vice President    Abu Dhabi, UAE
Prof. Dr. Andrea Tinelli Department of Obstetrics    Ospedale Vito Fazzi, Lecce, Italy
 and Gynaecology



Conference Objectives
Upon completion of this international conference, participants will be able to:
• Review current state of the art advances in minimally invasive surgical Oncology.
• Identify endoscopic-surgical oncology procedures.
• Learn about interdisciplinary implementation of surgical oncology l innovations.
• Discuss Hot topics in malignant conditions
• Discuss Hot topics in Benign conditions

Highlighted Topics Include
• Hot topics in Benign conditions
• Hot topics in malignant conditions
• Surgical Oncology
• Update laparoscopic approaches in surgery, gynecology, urology
• The Evolution of Minimally Invasive Colorectal Surgery
• Innovation, Robots
• Controversies in Bariatric Surgery
• Better Outcome in Cancer Patients
• Hands-on Workshops

Target Audience 
• Surgeons
• Gynecologists
• Urologist
• Gastroenterologists
• Internal Medicine Specialists
• Biomedical Engineers
• Oncologist
• Pathologists
• Radiologist
• Family and primary care Physicians
• Nurses 14 CME Hours

CME Accreditation

“3rd International Emirates Conference on Innovative 
Minimally Invasive Surgical Oncology”  has been accredit-
ed by Health Authority - Abu Dhabi for 14 CME Hours.
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08:30-08:35 Opening of the Conference. 
 
   
08:35-08:50 OPENING LECTURE
  From “Laparoscopic” to “Single-Port” to “No-Port”:  
 Where are we going?
 Ricardo Zorron, Germany
    
CANCER  I 
Chair: Hassan Iyad, UAE / Haq Afrozul, UAE

08:50-09:05 Esophageal and Gastric Cancer: Laparoscopy as the  
 New Standard?  
 Ricardo Zorron, Germany

9:05-09:20 Laparoscopic Resection in Esophageal cancer:   
 Indication and limitation. Oliver Mann, Germany 
 Oliver Mann, Germany

09:20-09:35 Minimally Invasive Esophagectomy: Tips and Pitfalls. 
 Ali Omar Al Dameh, UAE

09:35-09:50  Totally Minimally Invasive Procedures in Esophageal  
 Surgery. 
 Mohamed Boubekeur, Chadli N, Simerabet A,   
 Algeria

09:50-10:05 Minimally Invasive Management of Gastric Cancer  
 (Endoscopic, Laparoscopic, and Robotic) 
 Yasir M. Akmal, UAE

10:05-10:15 Discussion 

10:15-10:30 

10:30-11:00 

CANCER  II 
Chair: Boubekeur Mohamed, Algeria / Al Rawi Sadir, UAE  

11:00-11:15 Key Note Lecture:
 Evolution of Rectal Cancer Treatment: From   
 Abdomino-Perineal Resection to Complete Organ  
 Preservation.
 Antonello Forgione, Italy

11:15-11:30

 

Systematic Assessment of Malignant Colorectal   

 

Polyps: Guidelines. 

 

Omer Abdel Rahman, UAE

11:30-11:45 The Management of Early Rectal Cancer. 

 

Matthew Tytherleigh, UAE

11:45-12:00 Single Incision Laparoscopy as a Standard for   
 Colorectal Resections for Cancer. 
 Élie Chouillard, France

12:00-12:15 Laparoscopic Colorectal Surgery: Our Experience. 
 Nagendra Nath, UAE

12:15-12:30 Laparoscopic Colorectal Surgery for Malignancy: 
 Results From a Tertiary Care Hospital in Algiers.
 Samir Mahfouf, Algeria

12:30-12:45 Introduction and Implementation of Laparoscopic  
 Surgery in Algeria
 Larbi Abid, Algeria

12:45-13:00 Discussion

13.00-14:00 Prayer and Lunch break   

CANCER  III 
Chair: Becker Sven, Germany / Akmal Yasir M, UAE  

14:00-14:15  Minimally Invasive Surgery On Myometrium and  
 Uterine Masses: New features. 
 Andrea Tinelli, Italy

14:15-14:30  Basics Of Gynecologic Laparoscopic Surgery: How to  
 avoid complications in Laparoscopic Hysterectomy.  
 Sven Becker, Germany

14:30-14:45 Laparoscopy And Gynecologic Oncology: The new  
 frontier.   
 Ahmed El-Balat, Germany

Day 1 Thursday, 12th May 2016

14:45-15:00 Neoadjuvant Chemotherapy Concepts in Early   
 Breast  Cancer with focus on surgical and axillary
 management. 
 Norbert Dreier, UAE

15:00-15:15 Complete Remission After Neoadjuvant Therapy: Is  
 radical resection still indicated? 
 Urfan Ul Haq, UAE

15:15-15:30 Discussion 

Robotic Session  
Chair: Hartung Rolf, UAE / Forgione Antonello, Italy 

15:30-15:45  Update in Robotic Surgical Oncology. 
 Sadir Al Rawi, UAE

15:45-16:00 Laparoscopic And Robotic Approaches to 
 Hepatobiliary and/or pancreatic surgery. 
 Yasir M. Akmal, UAE

16:00-16:15 Robotic For Rectal Cancer. 
 Anna Dupree Germany

16:15-16:30  Next Generation Robotic System. 
 Spinelli, Italy

16:30-17:00 Discussion

Beyond surgery and thought-provoking 
Chair: Al Dameh Ali Omar, UAE / Hassan Mohamed, UAE 

17:15-17:30  Key Note Lecture:
 Stem Cell Therapy: Visions for the future. 
 Augustinus Bader Germany

17:30-17:45 Stem Cell Therapy For Benign Conditions: Own   
 Results
 Georg Kobinia, Austria

17:45-18:00 
 
)
18:00-18:15 The Dream Of A Pain-Free Surgery: Only a matter of  
 avoiding incisions? 
 Mohamed Ibrahim, UAE

18:15-18:30 Minimally Invasive Treatment For Below Knee   
 Critical Limb Ischemia – Is there any role for open     
 surgery any longer?    
 Amit Kumar, UAE

 
 

14:45-15:00 Neoadjuvant Chemotherapy Concepts in Early   
 Breast  Cancer with focus on surgical and axillary
 management. 
 Norbert Dreier, UAE

15:00-15:15 Complete Remission After Neoadjuvant Therapy: Is  
 radical resection still indicated? 
 Urfan Ul Haq, UAE

15:15-15:30 Discussion 

Robotic Session  
Chair: Hartung Rolf, UAE / Forgione Antonello, Italy 

15:30-15:45  Update in Robotic Surgical Oncology. 
 Sadir Al Rawi, UAE

15:45-16:00 Laparoscopic And Robotic Approaches to 
 Hepatobiliary and/or pancreatic surgery. 
 Yasir M. Akmal, UAE

16:00-16:15 Robotic For Rectal Cancer. 
 Anna Dupree Germany

16:15-16:30 Robotic Colorectal Surgery: Shall we give up or continue? 
 Omer Abdel Rahman, UAE

16:30-17:00 Discussion

Beyond surgery and thought-provoking 
Chair: Al Dameh Ali Omar, UAE / Hassan Mohamed, UAE 

17:15-17:30  Key Note Lecture:
 Stem Cell Therapy: Visions for the future. 
 Augustinus Bader, Germany

17:30-17:45 Stem Cell Therapy For Benign Conditions: Own   
 Results
 Georg Kobinia, Austria

17:45-18:00 Reduced Port (2 scars technique) vs. Single port (SILS).
A comparative study.  

 Ali Fardoun, UAE)
18:00-18:15 The Dream Of A Pain-Free Surgery: Only a matter of  
 avoiding incisions? 
 Mohamed Ibrahim, UAE

 
 
 

18:15-18:30 Impact Of Medical TV Shows On Pre-Procedural Fear  

 

of Surgical In-House Patients. 

 

Kai Witzel, Germany

18:30-18:45 Discussion 

18:45Closure of day 1

Dr. Patrick Noël                                                                         
Consultant General and Bariatric Surgeon, Head 
of the Bariatric & Metabolic Surgery Department 
The American Surgecenter, Abu Dhabi, UAE 

Dr. Ayman Soliman                                                                 
MD, FACS, Minimal Invasive & Bariatric 
Surgery Dept
NMC Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. Redha Souilamas                                                                  
MD, PhD, Consultant Thoracic Surgeon, Cardio 
Vascular Thoracic Department, Heart & Vascular 
Institute, Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi, UAE  

Dr. Matthew Tytherleigh                                                                   
MD FRCS
Gen. Surgeon, Consultant Colorectal Surgeon, 
Department of General Surgery
Burjeel Hospital, Abu Dhabi, UAE 

Dr. Yasir M. Akmal                                                                          
MD, FACS
Staff Physician, General Surgery
Digestive Disease Institute, Cleveland Clinic 
Abu Dhabi,UAE

Dr. Ali Al Dameh                                                                           
Prof, MD FRACS FACS, Consultant, Minimally 
Invasive Surgery , Chief Division of Surgical 
Oncology, Tawam Hospital, Al Ain, UAE

Dr. Amin El-Gohary                                                                             
MBBCh (Cairo), Diploma in Gen. Surgery (Cairo), FRCS 
(Edin), FRCS (Eng), FRCS (Glas), Chief, Department of 
Paediatric Surgery, Burjeel Hospital,Abu Dhabi

Dr. Ali Fardoun                                                                            
Consultant General laparoscopic and Obesity 
Surgeon at Emirates International Hospital , 
Al-Ain , UAE. 



   
08:35-08:50 Key Note Lecture:
  How Technology Can Improve Surgery: Thunder  
 beat- 3D-Vision - 4K-Visualization.
 Sven Becker Germany 
    
Obesity I 
Chair: Badiuddin Faruq M, UAE / Mann Oliver, Germany

08:45-09:00  MDT Approach To Bariatric Surgery: Lessons learned  
 from >1000 patients.  
 Abdelrahman Nimeri, UAE  

09:00-09:15 From Bariatric To Metabolic Surgery. Looking for  
 new eligible criteria. 
 Victor Valenti, Spain

09:15-09:30 Single-Incision Sleeve Gastrectomy Versus   
 Conventional Laparoscopic Sleeve Gastrectomy: 
 A Case-Control Study. 
 Élie Chouillard,  France

09:30-09:45  Re-Sleeve Gastrectomy. 
 Patrick Noël, UAE

09:45-10:00  Simple Tips Learned in a High Volume Bariatric   
 Center: How to make surgery easier (short videos  
 explaining the topic). 
 Victor Valenti, Spain

10:00-10:15 Primary Obesity Surgery Endolumenal POSE –   
 European Multicenter Study. 
 Karl Miller, UAE

10:15-10:30 Discussion 

10:30-10:45 

Obesity II 
Chair: Nimeri Abdelrahman, UAE /  Khammas Ali, UAE  

10:45-11:00  Revisional Bariatric Surgery: When indicated, what  
 step can we add? 
 Ayman Soliman, UAE

11:00-11:15 How To Manage A Leak After Sleeve Gastrectomy: A  
 Proposed Algorithm. 
 Abdelrahman Nimeri, UAE

11:15-11:30 Management Of Late Postoperative Complications  
 Of Bariatric Surgery. 
 Assia Simerabet, N. Chadli, M. Boubekeur, Algeria

11:30-11:45 Roux-En-Y Fistulo-Jejunostomy as a Salvage   
 Procedure in Patients With Post-Sleeve Gastrectomy  
 Fistula. Mid-term results. 
 Élie Chouillard France

11:45-12:00 Discussion 

12:00-13:00 Prayer and Lunch break  

Chair: Chouillard Élie, France / Alkhafaji Basim, UAE 

13:00-13:15  Umbilical And Vaginal Ways In Minimally Invasive  
 Surgery: A Modern Appraisal. 
 Andrea Tinelli, Italy  

13:15-13:30 The New Intragastric Surgery-IGS. 
 Ricardo Zorron, Germany

13:30-13:45 Transvaginal NOTES Cholecystectomy Versus Classic  
 laparoscopic Cholecystectomy: A prospective   
 comparative study. 
 Isabel Gerntke, Tahar Benhidjeb, UAE

13:45-14:00 NOTES In Bariatric Surgery: Problems of gas   
 exchange and cardiorespiratory function during  
 CO2-pneumoperitoneum.    
 Ospan A. Mynbaev Russia  

14:00-14:15  Down-To-Up TME For Rectal Cancer.
 Ricardo Zorron Germany
  

Day 2 Friday, 13th May 2016

14:15-14:30 Standardization Of The Approach To Transanal   
 NOTES Total Mesorectal Excision (TME) in Patients  
 With Rectal Cancer: Is anatomy better preserved?
 Élie Chouillard France

14:30-14:45 Importance Of Flexible Endoscopy In The 
 Advancement Of NOTES For Tumor Treatment. 
 Rolf Hartung, UAE

14:45-15:00 Discussion

1

Endocrine Session 
Chair: Anuwong Angkoon, Thailand / Witzel Kai, Germany

15:15-15:30  Endocrine Pancreatic Tumors: Minimally Invasive  
 Surgical Options.  
 Oliver Mann, Germany

15:30-15:45 Thyroidectomy According To MIVAT Technique 
 Karim Haddad, Algeria

15:45-16:00 Transoral Endoscopic Thyroidectomy Vestibular  
 Approach: Results in more than 250 cases. 
 Angkoon Anuwong, Thailand

16:00-16:15 Our Experience in Laparoscopic Adrenalectomy. 
 Rostom Benhizia, Algeria

16:15-16:30 Discussion

Interdisciplinary 
Chair: Gohary Amin, UAE / Tinelli Andrea, Italy / Souilamas Redha, 
UAE

16:30-16:45  Learning Curve in Laparoscopic Liver Surgery: tips  
 and tricks. 
 Fernando Rotellar, Spain

16:45-17:00 
 Rostom Benhizia, Algeria17:00 Discussion

17:00-17:15 Mini-Invasive Thoracic Surgery (VATS, lobectomy,  
 etc.).  
 Redha Souilamas, UAE

17:15-17:30  Video Assisted Thoracoscopic Lobectomy: The Gold  
 Standard in Lung resection. 
 Ali Omar Al Dameh, UAE  

17:30-17:45 Microscopic Surgeries in Urology
 Manaf Al Hashimi, UAE

17:45-18:00 Laparoscopic Fundoplication in Children: Tips and 
 Tricks. 
 Mohamed Hassan, UAE

18:00-18:15 Laparoscopic Inguinal Hernia Repair in Children. 
 Amin Gohary, UAE

 
 

18:45 Closure of the Conference

14:15-14:30 Standardization Of The Approach To Transanal   
 NOTES Total Mesorectal Excision (TME) in Patients  
 With Rectal Cancer: Is anatomy better preserved?
 Élie Chouillard France

14:30-14:45 Importance Of Flexible Endoscopy In The 
 Advancement Of NOTES For Tumor Treatment. 
 Rolf Hartung, UAE

14:45-15:00 Discussion

1

Endocrine Session 
Chair: Anuwong Angkoon, Thailand / Witzel Kai, Germany

15:15-15:30  Endocrine Pancreatic Tumors: Minimally Invasive  
 Surgical Options.  
 Oliver Mann, Germany

15:30-15:45 Thyroidectomy According To MIVAT Technique 
 Karim Haddad, Algeria

15:45-16:00 Transoral Endoscopic Thyroidectomy Vestibular  
 Approach: Results in more than 250 cases. 
 Angkoon Anuwong, Thailand

16:00-16:15 Laparoscopic Adrenalectomy
 Rolf Hartung, UAE

16:15-16:30 Discussion

Interdisciplinary 
Chair: Gohary Amin, UAE / Tinelli Andrea, Italy / Souilamas Redha, 
UAE

16:30-16:45  Learning Curve in Laparoscopic Liver Surgery: tips  
 and tricks. 
 Fernando Rotellar, Spain

16:45-17:00 Laparoscopic Right Hepatectomy for Living Donor Liver Transplant.
 Fernando Rotellar, Spain Discussion

17:00-17:15 Mini-Invasive Thoracic Surgery (VATS, lobectomy,  
 etc.).  
 Redha Souilamas, UAE

17:15-17:30  Video Assisted Thoracoscopic Lobectomy: The Gold  
 Standard in Lung resection. 
 Ali Omar Al Dameh, UAE  

17:30-17:45 Microscopic Surgeries in Urology
 Manaf Al Hashimi, UAE

17:45-18:00 Laparoscopic Fundoplication in Children: Tips and 
 Tricks. 
 Mohamed Hassan, UAE

18:00-18:15 Laparoscopic Inguinal Hernia Repair in Children. 
 Amin Gohary, UAE

 
 

18:15-18:30 Discussion  

18:30 Closure of the Conference
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