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Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of the scientific committee, we would like to cordially invite you to the University of 
Chicago International Conference on Organ Transplant to be held on June 11, 2022 as a hybrid event 
at Grand Hyatt Hotel in Abu Dhabi. 

This conference will feature state of the art advances in Heart Transplant and Solid Organ Transplant 
delivered by a panel of world-renowned experts from the University of Chicago Medicine and 
regional experts from U.A.E. and Kuwait.

Since a University of Chicago doctor performed the first animal organ transplant in 1904, which later 
earned him the Nobel prize, UChicago Medicine has continued to be a world leader in organ 
transplantation. We were the first in the world to perform a successful living-donor liver transplant 
and heart-liver-kidney transplant. We have performed 12 of the country’s 34 heart-liver-kidney 
transplants, including the historic back-to-back triple organ transplants in 2018. In 2021, UChicago 
Medicine performed a record number of organ transplants, increased by 42% from the previous year, 
despite the COVID-19 pandemic. 

This event will provide attendees with a great opportunity to learn and discuss the advances in organ 
transplant (Heart, Lungs, Liver, Kidney & islet) with transplant experts from the University of Chicago 
and learn more about the current challenges and clinical development of organ transplant.

At the end of this conference participants will be able to:
•  Review the latest advances and best practices for the management and treatment of  
    organ failures.
•  Evaluate and diagnose a selected group of medical problems that leads to organ 
    transplantation.
•  Provide insight into patients and donors needs and experiences.
•  Review practical real-life cases of di�erent organ transplant patients.
•  Apply new knowledge and the needs for organ transplantation.

We look forward to meeting you in person or virtually during the conference and hope all of you can 
benefit from today’s event. 

Ali Al Obaidli, MD
Chief Medical O�cer, SEHA Kidney Care,
Abu Dhabi Health Services (SEHA),
Abu Dhabi, UAE
Chairman, UAE National Organ Donation
and Transplantation Committee

Valluvan Jeevanandam, MD
Cynthia Chow Professor of Surgery
Chief, Section of Cardiac Surgery
Director, Heart and Vascular Center

Rolf Barth, MD
Professor of Surgery
Director, Liver, Kidney & 
Pancreas Transplantation
Associate Director, 
Transplant Institute

Welcome Message



Scientific Committee
Dr. Valluvan Jeevanandam
Chief, Section of Cardiac Surgery,
Director, Heart and Vascular Center
University of Chicago Medicine

Dr. Rolf Barth
Director, Liver, Kidney and Pancreas
Transplantation
Associate Director, Transplant Institute
University of Chicago Medicine

Dr. John LaMattina
Associate professor of Surgery
Organ Transplant
Duchosis Center for Advanced Medicine
University of Chicago Medicine

Dr. Renea Jablonski
Assistant professor of Medicine.
Lungs Transplant
University of Chicago Medicine



Conference Highlights
•  Heart Transplant
•  Liver Transplant
•  Lungs Transplant
•  Kidney Transplant
•  Islet Transplant
•  Double and Triple Organ Transplant
•  Live Donors for Organ Transplant

Conference Objectives
At the end of this conference participants will be able to:
•  Review the latest advances and best practices for the management
    and treatment of organ failures.
•  Evaluate and diagnose a selected group of medical problems that leads to
    organ transplantation.
•  Provide insight into patients and donors needs and experiences.
•  Review practical real-life cases of di�erent organ transplant patients.
•  Apply new knowledge and the needs for organ transplantation.

Target Audience
•  Family Medicine physicians
•  Gastroenterologists
•  Nephrologists
•  Residents and fellows
•  Specialist nurses and therapists
•  Pediatricians
•  Transplant physicians

Key Features
•  State of the art lecture symposium
•  Presentations by world renowned speakers from
    University of Chicago Medicine, UAE and Kuwait
•  Interactive sessions
•  Virtual attendance capabilities

•  Cardiologists
•  Hepatologists
•  Any Medical professional interested
    in Transplant
•  General practitioners
•  Healthcare providers



Speakers
Dr. Valluvan Jeevanandam
Chief, Section of Cardiac Surgery,
Director, Heart and Vascular Center
University of Chicago Medicine

Dr. Ali Al Obaidli
Chief Medical O�cer, SEHA Kidney Care,
Abu Dhabi Health Services (SEHA),
Abu Dhabi, UAE
Chairman, UAE National Organ Donation
and Transplantation Committee

Dr. Rolf Barth
Director, Liver, Kidney and Pancreas
Transplantation
Associate Director, Transplant Institute
University of Chicago Medicine

Dr. John LaMattina
Associate professor of Surgery
Organ Transplant
Duchosis Center for Advanced Medicine
University of Chicago Medicine

Dr. Feras Bader
Clinical Professor of Medicine
Chairman, Department of Cardiovascular
Medicine: Director, Section of Heart
Failure and Transplant,
Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi, UAE

Dr. Ruba K. Azzam
Associate Professor of Pediatrics
Director, Pediatric Hepatology
Medical Director, Pediatric Liver
Transplant Program
University of Chicago Medicine

Dr. Sean Pinney
Co-Director, Heart and Vascular Center
Director, Advanced Heart Failure,
Transplant and Mechanical Circulatory
Support, University of Chicago Medicine

Dr. Khaldoun Al Humood
Consultant Cardiologist, Director of
Advanced Heart Failure and 
Transplantation Program
Chest Disease Hospital, Kuwait

Dr. Renea Jablonski
Assistant professor of Medicine.
Lungs Transplant
University of Chicago Medicine

Dr. Shireen  Hashmat
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics
Pediatric Nephrology,
Chronic Kidney Disease
University of Chicago Medicine



TIME                                                      TOPIC                                                                            SPEAKER

08:00-09:00  Registration 
09:00-09:15  Welcome Speech                 Dr. Ali Al Obaidli, UAE
09:15-09:30 O�cial Inauguration - About University of Chicago Medicine          Diala Atassi, USA
  

09:30-10:05 University of Chicago Heart Transplant Program             Dr. Valluvan Jeevanandam, USA 
                             – “From Good to the Best”
10:05-10:40 Defining advanced heart failure and timing of referral            Dr. Sean Pinney, USA
10:40-10:50 Co�ee Break
10:50-11:25 Heart failure, beyond GDMT               Dr. Khaldoun Al Humood, Kuwait
11:25-12:00 Heart Transplant in the Middle East: Challenges and Opportunities     Dr. Feras Badr, UAE
12:00-12:10 Q & A / Panel Discussion                All above speakers
12:00-13:00 Lunch Break

13:00-13:30 Heart, Liver & Kidney                             Dr. Valluvan Jeevanandam, USA
  Heart & Kidney                 Dr. Rolf Barth, USA
  Heart & Liver                 Dr. John LaMattina, USA

Session 1: Heart Transplant | Moderator: Dr. Valluvan Jeevanandam 

13:30-14:00 UAE Prospective and update on Organ Donation and            Dr. Ali Al Obaidli, UAE
                             Transplantation              
14:00-14:30 Expanding Access to Organ Transplantation                        Dr. Rolf Barth, USA
14:30-15:00 Complex Liver Transplantation               Dr. John LaMattina, USA
15:00-15:10 Co�ee Break
15:10-15:40 Long Term Medical Management of Pediatric Liver              Dr. Ruba Azzam, USA
  Transplant Recipients: Concerns and Challenges
15:40-16:10 Long term Monitoring and Care of Pediatric Kidney                     Dr. Shireen Hashmat, USA
  Transplant Recipients
16:10-16:40 Lung Transplant for Interstitial Lung Disease patients            Dr. Renea Jablonski, USA
16:40-16:50 Q & A / Panel Discussion                All above speakers
16:50-17:00 Closing Remarks

Session 3: Liver, Kidney, Lungs and Islet Transplant | Moderator: Dr. Rolf Barth

Session 2: Multi Organ Transplant | Moderator: Dr. Rolf Barth

Scientific Program

University of Chicago International Conference
on Organ Transplant



Personal Details

HOW TO REGISTER

The organizing committee reserve the right to make any modifications to the programme in occurrence of any unforeseen circumstances.

Please select the conference that is relevant to your speciality.

Registration Fees

REGISTRATION CATEGORY

Doctors

Non-Doctors

Cancellation / Substitution Policy

If you are unable to attend, a substitute delegate will be very welcome
in your place. If this is not suitable, a 20% administration fee will apply.
Registrations cancelled less than two weeks before the event are non
refundable.

Event Venue

Full Name:

Job Title:

Place of Work:

City:

Mobile: Tel (work):

Email:

Yes, I would like to receive information on future events by e-mail.                  I do not want my address to appear on the delegates list.

Fax:

www.menaconference.com

Tel.: +971 24 919 888

Please choose one of the following mode of payment

By Online (www.menaconference.com)

By Credit card

By cheque payable to MENA

By Bank Transfer

Payments

Account Name

Bank Name

Bank Account No.

Swift Code

Iban No.

MIDDLE EAST NORTH AFRICA CONFERENCE

BANK OF BARODA, HAMDAN STREET, ABU DHABI

90020200006131

BARBAEADADH

AE290110090020200006131

BANK TRANSFER

Organizing O�ice

For registration and further information, please contact

Mr. Jerico
and

Ms. Maica

Tel: +971 2 4919888
Mobile: +971 56 503 3749, +971 50 297 6822
Email: jerico@menaconference.com
maica@menaconference.com

A confirmation email will be sent upon receipt of your registration form. 
Please note that full payment must be received prior to the event. 
Payment can be made via Online / Credit card / Cheque/Bank drafts in 
AED.  All payment should be in favour of  Mena Conference

w w w . m e n a c o n f e r e n c e . c o m

*Additional 5% VAT will be Applicable on all Fees 

Grand Hyatt Hotel
Abu Dhabi, UAE

Middle East North Africa Conference Company LLC

$ 100 - AED 367

$ 70 - AED 250

Physical Virtual

$ 75 - AED 275

$ 50 - AED 180

University of Chicago International Conference
on Organ Transplant



For registration & further information, please contact
Mr. Jerico & Ms. Maica
Tel: +971 2 4919888, Mobile: +971 56 503 3749, +971 50 297 6822
Email: jerico@menaconference.com, maica@menaconference.com

Destination Partner In Association with

Middle East North Afr ica Conference Company LLC

Managed by

University of Chicago
International Conference

on Organ Transplant
11 June, 2022 Grand Hyatt Hotel, Abu Dhabi, UAE


